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Truth
Jesus came for a relationship that begins a process of transformation.

Introduction to the Sermon Series
Our misconceptions about Jesus, what He taught and therefore how we
view a life lived with Him, are often based on truth that has been twisted
and corrupted along the way. This sermon series is about getting back to the
heart of what Jesus taught and the positive impact He can have on our lives.

Why might people think Jesus said this?
Jesus taught… When you pray… When you give… When you fast…
(Matthew 6). He taught us to do lots of rituals.
Christianity is often measured by its rituals - for example reading the
Bible and attending church services are often viewed as the criteria for
authentic Christianity.

What did Jesus actually say?
A. Luke 11:38-44
‘Then the Lord said to him, “Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup
and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness.’
Jesus said religion focuses on the outside and ignores the inside.
1. Religion focuses on the outside
•

Focus on the outside fails to address the real issue of human need.

•

Focus on the outside seeks human approval than that of God.

•

Focus on the outside draws an image that is not real therefore hinders
relationship to flourish.

2. Religion ignores the inside
•

Ignoring the inside hinders authentic life.

•

Ignoring the inside prevents creating space for God .

•

Ignoring the inside prevents community life.

3. Religion can’t provide the power for inside-out transformation
•

Religion asserts self-dependency.

•

Religion fails to benefit from God’s provision.

•

Religion ignores the need for salvation.

Be transformed from inside out by the grace the cross of Jesus Christ
provided for us.
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B. Luke 18:9-14
‘To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down
on everyone else, Jesus told this parable.’
Jesus said Religion leads to the wrong perception of self which leads to
isolation from others and hinders God’s mercy to reach to us.
1. Religion propagates self-righteousness
•

Self is perceived to be good or able to do good.

•

Righteousness is measured by abiding to a collection of rules and traditions.

•

Denies the true colour of self.

2. Religion is quick to judge others who are different
•

Calls people not to Christ but to itself.

•

See others as being less important.

•

It puts sin in different categories, one being worse than the other.

3. Religion has no hand to receive God’s mercy through repentance
•

It is in the journey of earning acceptance.

•

It is in the journey of proving itself.

•

It is in the journey of denial of the need for repentance.

•

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and will be saved by
having faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Denying the need for repentance is
rejecting the benefits of the cross.

C. Luke 15: 1-4
‘Now He drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him.
And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, this man receives sinners,
and eats with them.’
Jesus said religion rejects the outsider.
1. Jesus attracts sinners to himself, whilst religion rejects them.
•

Jesus starts by showing them the value of their humanity, religion
focuses on the vastness of their sin.

•

Jesus focuses on why they are accepted, religion focuses on why they
are rejected.

•

Jesus gives them a space and motivation to change, religion demands
change.

•

Jesus sees the possibility of change in the life of sinners, religion doesn’t

•

Jesus says come as you are, religion says come changed in order to be
accepted.

•

Jesus says I will empower you to change, religion says I will give you
rules to live by.
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•

Jesus says I will make you righteous so that you may live right, religion
says you have to live right in order to become righteous.

2. Jesus reaches out to sinners, whilst religion closes its door.
•

Religion uses condemnation as instrument of attraction, Jesus uses love.

•

Religion expects sinners to come to it, Jesus goes where they are.

•

Religion silences sinners, Jesus calls them to speak.

The Challenge:
It’s not do better, try harder but about allowing God’s grace to transform your
life. We do not do rituals to earn God’s acceptance but we respond to His love
by giving our lives over to Him.
As Jesus sought and found us we need to seek and find the lost following the
approach of Jesus.
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