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Truth
The Christian faith is about life now and all eternity. Jesus is more than a
ticket to heaven, he is to be in the driving seat of our lives.

Introduction to the Sermon Series
Our misconceptions about Jesus, what He taught and therefore how we
view a life lived with Him, are often based on truth that has been twisted
and corrupted along the way. This sermon series is about getting back to the
heart of what Jesus taught and the positive impact He can have on our lives.

Why might people think Jesus said this?
John 14:2
“My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you
that I am going there to prepare a place for you?”
Jesus affirmed the Old Testament, Jewish, view that there was both a
clear beginning and end to this world, where God would bring about His
righteous judgement (Matthew 25, Mark 12).
He also talked, on the cross about a paradise, waiting for those who put their
trust in Him now (Luke 23).
For many Christianity is about ‘going to heaven when you die’. This often
means attempting to live a life of obedience to strict, outdated and lifeconstricting rules to give assurance of a place in some ethereal, heavenly
realm when we die. In Surprised By Hope Tom Wright suggests this is perhaps
as much a problem inside the church as outside.

What did Jesus actually say?
But Jesus did not bring a message of escapism from this world. He talked
about a transformation of life now, seeing God’s Kingdom come on earth as it
is in heaven, and a renewal of all things.
Jesus’ message was far more exciting, adventurous and all-encompassing.
He certainly claimed to be able to offer a message of hope and assurance for
people’s future, but His was also a message of transformation and fullness in
the present.
At the heart of the Christian message is an offer of eternal life that Jesus
offers to all people. This message of eternal life is expressed perhaps no more
clearly than in John’s Gospel. Life is a major theme of John and through the
Gospel it’s made clear that Jesus’ use of this phrase eternal life is not just
about the quantity of life but also the quality. New life, says Jesus, begins
here and now in the present. It’s a ‘more and better life’ than could ever be
imagined and it will continue into eternity with renewed bodies in a restored
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creation. Jesus’ message then, is far more than one of simply “going to
heaven when you die”.
Life in Johns Gospel: starts now and lasts forever .
Eternal life is a central theme of John’s Gospel. Jesus is clear that eternal life is
nothing less, but also far more than simply living for ever. It’s about new life
to be experienced now when people are reunited with God, through Him.
It’s about a new quality and experience of life in the present as well as the
promise of a life that does not end.
We can trace key words of Jesus, through John’s Gospel that follow this
theme of life.
John 1:4 Jesus the Source of all Life In the opening verses of John’s Gospel
Jesus is presented as the origin and source of all life.
John 4:14 Jesus offers a Thirst Quenching Life In His encounter with the
Woman at the Well Jesus makes it clear that the life he offers quenches the
‘spiritual thirst’ for all people here in the present.
John 5:24 Jesus’ brings Life that Saves us from Death Jesus is unambiguous
that for those who trust in His word, they can be assured they have already
crossed over into a new reality.
John 6:40 Jesus Promises A Resurrected Life The future for those who put
their trust in Jesus is one of a promised physical resurrection.
John 10:10 Jesus Promises A Full Life Now Jesus promise of eternal life is one
that is not just for the future but a fulfilled life in the present.
John 12:25 Jesus Says we Find Life when we Lose It. If we want to experience
this eternal life, that begins now and lasts forever, then it only comes when
we turn away from our old life in the present.
John 10:1-13 Life in all its fullness.

The Challenge:
John’s Gospel is saturated with Jesus’ teaching of eternal life being offered to
all people who believe in Him. In this particular passage, Jesus makes it clear
to those gathered around Him, that there are two options open to people in
this present life. They can allow themselves to be influenced by a ‘thief’ and
drawn into a life that is not in their best interests and will lead to destruction.
Or they can allow themselves to be guided and saved by Christ, who as the
‘gate’ and ‘good shepherd’ offers to bring people life in all its fullness, both
now and into eternity.
In John 10:1-10 Jesus’ words reveal more about his own identity and present
the option that lies before all people about how they will live their lives and
the consequences of this.
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Teaching Points:
1. Jesus presents in His speech two clear alternatives. First, He makes it
clear there is a ‘thief’ at work in this world (v1,10). He does not have
legitimacy and is devious. He brings destruction with him his influence
will only bring long term pain.
2. In contrast to the thief, Jesus claims that He is the legitimate ‘gate’ (v7,9)
and the true and good ‘shepherd’ (v2,11) and in Him we discover life.
Again, this emphasis on life, is about experiencing something in the
present and into eternity.
We are left with two options. Do we want to allow ourselves to be led by the
thief, or do we want to put our trust in the one who claims Himself the true
shepherd and promising full life.

Creative ideas:
The Shawshank Redemption (1994) offers a story of two prison inmates,
Andy Dufresne (Tim Robbins), and Red (Morgan Freeman), who form an
unlikely bond during their years behind bars.
Red (Freeman), a prison fixer serving a long term sentence at Shawshank
Prison (a place notorious for its harsh and life-sapping conditions), has become
resigned to regular parole denial. When Dufrense (Robbins), who himself is
wrongly accused, arrives at Shawshank, he soon forms a bong with Red and
Red’s own perspective is transformed through this relationship. Andy’s internal
resolve along with his resolute hope that stretches beyond his life in Shawshank,
transforms his approach to prison life which gains him the friendship of Red and
eventually leads to opportunities for a different experience during the prison
years. While holding on to the hope of a future outside prison, Dufrense also
leads others to experience a different sort of experience within.
An overriding theme of the movie is the power of hope; expressed through
Durfresne.
“Hope is a good thing, maybe the best of things, and no good thing ever dies”
“There’s something inside that they can’t get to, that they can’t touch. It’s
yours. Hope.”
It was Dufresne’ assured hope of a better future that provided a foundation
for both his outlook and experience in the present.

Some Useful Resources:
•

The Message of John, by Bruce Milne (IVP, 1993).

•

Surprised By Hope, by Tom Wright (SPCK, 2007).

•

Practicing Resurrection by Chris Rogers (Authentic, 2010).
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