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Creating a Rhythm of Mission

One of the most urgent needs for the church today is to help people come to faith and 
become disciples of Jesus. Over the last number of years Share Jesus International (SJI) 
has created a number of resources to serve local churches in mission.

Many churches hold great stand alone mission weeks and events but we have found that 
creating a rhythm of mission strategically allows the local church to create opportunities 
for people to encounter Jesus. 

The SJI Rhythm of Mission will help...

• churches get re-inspired about mission
• congregations become more confident in sharing their faith and more expectant for 

faith conversations to emerge
• Christians connect with their community 
• churches host events that clearly communicate the Christian faith
• churches work through how to best to support people in starting a journey of discipleship.

This document pulls together our experience around a yearly cycle and can be delivered for 
a local church, a group of churches in a town or city; or a group of churches across a region.

Share Jesus International works in partnership with a range of specialist partners to 
deliver training and best practice for local churches according to their local context.

A rhythm of mission is an intentional flow to the year that 
helps local churches to strategically invest and plan in 

creating opportunities for people to start a journey of faith.



a Rhythm of Mission

PLAN

Creating a mission strategy team who will
take responsibility for the planning of the year. 

Churches often have a variety of teams, be they caring for buildings, overseeing finance, 
pastoral teams or teams overseeing projects such as food banks.

We feel that it is important to create a ‘mission’ team who will help prayerfully strategise how 
mission can become more central to the church empowering people individually and the 
church corporately.

The team are responsible for mobilising the congregation, planning church events and 
evaluating progress. The planning team begins in prayer asking not “what can we do for 
God?” but “what is it that God wants to do through us?”

An individual church may have a mission team or the team can be created across a group 
of local churches. The team take on this role for a year-long period and needs to have the 
opportunity to speak to the church at large.

The SJI team can:

• help the mission team become more sensitive to the opportunities that God is providing
• offer bespoke training to help these teams understand their context and reflect upon 

what God is already doing
• help churches creatively dovetail in existing church projects into this five-fold strategy
• help the team plan their year with a clear delivery plan.



PREPARE

Preparing the congregation to pray regularly for their friends, colleagues, 
neighbours and family; as well as preparing them to spark conversations 

about faith and have a greater confidence in sharing the Gospel. 

The local church is uniquely positioned to communicate the Christian faith. Each 
member of the church is strategically positioned in a network of relationships: a family, 
a community, a workplace. Many churches are also running a number of local initiatives 
from youth work through to social action projects.

In recent years there has been a loss in confidence in the way we communicate our faith. 
This period of preparation is about making the church fit for mission. The resources that 
we offer can help to take the fear out of faith sharing and enable people to find a natural 
way of talking about Jesus.

The SJI team can:

• train leaders to deliver the new ‘Sharing Jesus’ resource (produced in partnership 
with HOPE)

• provide copies of the ‘Sharing Jesus’ presentations and manuals to equip local 
Christians

• resource congregations with ideas for praying for their friends and family as they 
progress on their faith journey.
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Repaired 

The coming of Jesus was signalled and prepared 

for in God’s dealings with the world through 

the Jewish people over thousands of years. But 

in Jesus we see God become human, perfectly 

imaging the character of God that every other 

human being has failed to achieve. Jesus shows 

us human relationships being repaired and 

restored as he makes fellow disciples out of 

enemies, family out of outcasts, and Christians 

out of social misfits. In Jesus’ life and miracles 

we glimpse nature being restored – as he 

feeds the hungry, heals the sick or stills
 the 

storm. When people encounter Jesus their 

perception of themselves changes too - 

lepers, fishermen, tax-collectors, thieves and 

adulterers are all personally transformed. It is 

supremely in the cross of Jesus that we see 

sin and God’s anger at sin dealt with once and 

for all as Jesus offers himself as a sacrifice for 

sin and shows us what love truly looks like. At 

the cross we see exactly how valuable we are 

to God, and we witness the beginning of God 

making all things new.

Restored

The Bible promises that one day God will live 

perfectly on earth with his people (Revelation 

21). One day all wars will cease and from all 

nations we will live together as one united 

family. One day there will be more no more 

death, disease or disaster as God restores 

the heavens and the earth to good-as-new 

condition. God will wipe away every tear and 

we will see him and ourselves as we truly are. 

So Christians live in hope that all four of those 

broken relationships will be fully restored. 

In the meantime we are given the power of 

God’s Spirit as a guarantee of that sure destiny, 

and to help us give people around us a taste of 

what is to come. 

Dr Krish Kandiah is Executive Director of Churches 

in Mission at the Evangelical Alliance. He blogs on 

mission and evangelism at www.krishk.com and 

tweets at @krishk

Evangelist Glen Scrivener’s three-two-one 

framework for sharing the gospel

Three – God is three persons united in love. 

Before there was a world, there were Three. Who 

are they? Jesus kept talking about his Father (and 

his love) and the Spirit (an
d his joy). Before the 

world began, God was a fam
ily of love: Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit. And their love was too good to 

keep to themselves. They made a world so that 

billions more can share in the love of the Three.

Two – The world is shaped by two represent-

atives. God placed one man, Adam, at the head 

of the world to bless it and care for it. Yet 

through mistrust, Adam turned from God and 

plunged the world down into death and hell. 

We all share in this broken humanity and feel 

the curse of this broken world.

But there is a second man, Jesus Christ. Jesus is the 

Son of God who became our brother at Christmas. 

He entered into our broken world, stepping into 

our shoes. He lived our life for us and on the cross 

he faced the death and hell that belong to us. Three 

days late
r he rose up to a new kind of human life 

– the head of a new kind of world.

So who do we belong to? Adam or Jesus?
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WAYS TO EXPLAIN THE GOSPEL

GOD IS LOVE

One – The Bible says th
at, from birth, all humanity 

is one with Adam. We are united to the old, 

Adam-like way and naturally sh
are in his life, death 

and judgement. But God doesn’t want anyone to 

be separated from his love. Jesus stands, arms wide 

open, offering one-ness with himself. If we trust 

him we become united to Jesus like in a marriage
. 

All that is ours (our sin and judgement) becomes 

his - he pays it al
l off on the cross. All that is his (his 

righteousness and future) becomes ours.

In union with Jesus we share now in his family 

– filled with his Spirit and adopted by his 

Father. And when he comes again we will also 

share in his immortal, physical future.

The Three invite you in.

The Two divide the world.

Who are you One with?

Watch 321 the animated video. Glen Scrivener 

talking through Three-Two-One on YouTube 

‘Glen Scrivener explains the Good News in 3 

2 1’ and visit www.three-two-one.org

Glen Scrivener is an evangelist who is part of a 

town centre Anglican church on the south coast 

of England.
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PARTY

Hosting a party that puts the church at the heart of the community and 
which demonstrates Kingdom values. 

Before we present the Gospel we need to give people an experience of the Gospel. Jesus 
often spoke about the kingdom of God in terms of a party. 

The preparation section of the year will help give people the confidence to invite their contacts 
to a church-run-party - a festival that gives people a taste of Jesus-focused community. 

This party is not a preaching event but creatively challenges people to reflect upon life’s big 
questions. Events could include an ethical fashion show, a 1940’s tea dance, a storytelling 
evening, a topical debate or a family fun-day. This is a celebration of the Good News.

The party may be a one-off event, a week long festival or a series of events. We 
recommend tying at least one event in with Pentecost, the Church’s birthday. 

The SJI team can:

• mentor local leaders on how to run a successful festival using the 70 page ‘How To 
Run A Community Festival’ guide

• provide an array of creative ideas to help the church connect with its local 
community

• offer ‘The Big Birthday Party’ resources to enable churches to run a Pentecost festival.



PRESENT 

An opportunity for people who have connected with
the church to hear a Gospel presentation. 

During the party phase we need to offer people the opportunity to hear about the 
Christian faith. The presentation event gives people a next step in starting a faith journey. 
Not everybody who comes to the party event will engage with this next phase, but with 
the right opportunity, it is surprising how many people will want to explore more of the 
Christian faith.

Traditionally we think of a Gospel presentation as a sermon accompanied by sung 
worship in a church building. This may be the appropriate method, but we can showcase 
a variety of models ranging from after dinner speakers to theatre productions.

The ‘Present’ phase must take into consideration the culture and context in which the 
local church is operating.

The SJI team can:

• help to craft an area-wide ‘big splash’ with co-ordinated events and publicity
• offer different models and templates for how Gospel presentations can work today
• provide training and lists of possible contributors to enable local churches to present 

the Gospel effectively.

Look Up
Inspire others to see the world in the way 

God does: filled with hope, life and purpose.

Pray
Crossing London will be organising events 

across the city to pray specifically for the 

LiveUp! London campaign in September. 

Please join us!

HELP US MAKE LIVEUP! A SUCCESS

There are three ways your church can participate:

COUNT ME IN!
Go to www.crossinglondon.co.uk and follow the LiveUp! link and complete the registration form. We will then be in touch to help you further! 

Registration is free but all donations are gratefully received.

Join Up
Champion justice by joining people from all 

walks of life together in God’s cause.

Promote
Display a LiveUp! banner outside your church 

building and invite your congregation to help 

share the message by wearing a LiveUp! pin 

badge. On top of that please encourage people 

to invite their friends to the featured events.

Step Up
Demonstrate faith in Jesus that matters 

through selfless acts of kindness.

Host
Host a local event. The Crossing London 

team can help with planning, resources & 

contributors.

WHAT?
This autumn LiveUp! invites London to explore life the way God sees it. Across 

Greater London there will be a series of events where people can hear and 

imagine what their relationships, workplaces and city can look like when they 

are filled with hope and eternal purpose. 

WHO?
LiveUp! is organised by Crossing London, a growing collective of churches 

and Christian organisations working together to bring the message of Christ 

to London in authentic and compelling ways.  

LiveUp! is the “Encountering Jesus” phase of Crossing London’s 2014 mission, 

in partnership with Hope 2014, to reach the city through prayer, community 

engagement, acts of service and personal evangelism.

KEY VALUES:

FEATURED EVENTS:

October 1st & 2nd, Wembley Arena 

Love Beyond, the Musical, brings to the stage 

a unique presentation of the greatest love story 

ever told – a powerful production that unfolds 

the biblical account of God’s eternal plan for 

mankind through music and song, featuring 

many West End actors and musicians.

www.lovebeyondmusical.com

Evening with John Sentamu 

Archbishop of York

October 8th, South London

Join us and host a LiveUp! 

event in your locality 

between September and 

November 2014

A Life That Matters?

October 4th & 5th, Bromley

October 10th, Enfield

October 11th & 12th, Havering 

Held at five auditoriums across London, 

the evening will feature some of the best 

Christian artists, dancers and story tellers. 

Line up includes Andrew Palau, J Marie 

Cooper (The Voice) and Tabitha Webb (Les 

Mis & Phantom).

www.sublime.uk.com/life

Love Beyond,

the Musical

info@crossinglondon.co.uk   |   020 7654 5378   |   www.crossinglondon.co.uk   |
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PLUG-IN 

A discipleship based programme that helps people who want to make a 
commitment get to grips with the Gospel and plug-in to the local church. 

The planning team needs to be working through the plug-in phase from the start of 
the year. This phase is aimed at serving those who have made a response during the 
presentation of the Gospel.

It is important to note that as people start a faith journey, we may need to be willing to 
explore how we can ensure that church life is welcoming and accessible to those who are 
new to faith. Some people are very willing to follow Jesus but find some of the things we 
do as churches challenging.

The SJI team can:

• provide the ‘Jesus Series’ DVD’s as a resource to help in discipleship
• suggest a variety of creative ways to help people plug-in to local church life.




